Monday, August 17, 2026 at 12:27:33 PM Pacific Daylight Time

Subject: New CSTA PK-12 Standards Published - OSPI Computer Science August 2026
Date:  Thursday, August 13, 2026 at 3:31:07 PM Pacific Daylight Time
From: OSPI Secondary Education and Pathway Preparation

o

Washington Office of Superintendent of

PUBLIC INSTRUCTION

Computer Science

OSPI CS Website | OSPI CS Email

August 2026

e Washington CS Standards Revision

e 2026 CSTA PK-12 Computer Science Standards
e The 2026 Standards at a Glance

¢ Interactive Display and Other Resources

e Online PD Opportunities

e System Reboot

Note: Resources are provided for informational purposes and not as recommendations
from OSPI. We recommend reviewing all educational materials for alignment with
district policy and state law before using with students. Articles and other resources are
provided for informational purposes and do not necessatrily reflect the viewpoints or
policies of OSPI.

Washington CS Standards Revision

OSPI is undergoing review and revision of standards for each subject area on a rolling
basis. Within the last few months, the updated standards for Mathematics and ELA
were officially released which each contain significant updates overlapping with
computer science through data science and media literacy, respectively.

The revision process for the Washington Computer Science standards is beginning this
vaar fnllnwinn the ralaaca nf tha 2N2A NQTA PK-12 C.nmniitar Qrianra etandarde
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detailed further below. OSPI has not yet determined how the new CSTA standards may

inform future revisions to Washington’s computer science learning standards.

More information about the revised Washington CS standards will be broadcasted
through this newsletter as updates are available. Educator feedback and input will be
essential to this process, so stay tuned for opportunities to participate.

Visit the Washington State Learning_Standards Review page to find out more about the
standards review project.
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The Computer Science Teachers Association (CSTA) is the national organization
behind the development of the widely recognized and adopted computer science (CS)
standards. Last month, CSTA officially published the 2026 PK-12 Computer Science
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Standards after nearly 3 years of research, drafting, and implementation. This marks
the fifth iteration of the national CS standards, 9 years after the previous iteration in
2017.

2003 2006 2011 2017 2026
Published Revised Published First Revised Current:
ACM K-12 ACM K-12 Comprehensive K-12 CS Revised PK-12 CS
Model Model K-12 CS Standards Standards
Curriculum | Curriculum Standards

CSTA s Published 7/ states

K-12 CS have CS

46 states
have CS
standards

founded

Framework standards

Current Standards Revision Timeline

2024 2025 2026
Winter Spring Summer  Fall Winter Spring Summer  Fall Winter Spring Summer  Fall
<Research

Publication
Implementation >

The Progressions Chart provides a compact view of the new standards outlined by
concept and subconcept.

View the 2026 Standards Progressions Chart

The 2026 Standards at a Glance

The complete standards document totals 218 pages and covers a lot of content. Here
is a breakdown of some of the key elements present in the new standards.

Concepts and Practices

For those familiar with the 2017 standards, there are still 5 concepts used as primary
categories but with some adjustments:

2017 2026
Algorithms and Programming Algorithms & Design

Networks and the Internet Programming

-~ . ~ i+ A s
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parta ana Anatysis parta & Anatysis
Computing Systems Systems & Security
Impacts of Computing Computing & Society

The 7 core practices in the 2017 standards have become 4 practices and 7 dispositions
in the 2026 standards woven throughout these concepts, as visually portrayed below.

RS Practices - S
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Every student
prepared for a
world powered
by computing

High School Specialty Standards

In addition to the foundational PK-12 CS standards, specialty standards at the high
school level are included to "defin[e] advanced, domain-specific learning in key areas
of computing. These standards are organized into two tiers (Specialty | and Specialty
II) across six high school specialty areas identified through the Reimagining CS
Pathways project:

» Atrtificial Intelligence (AIN)

e Cybersecurity (CYB)

e Data Science (DSC)

e Game Development (GMD)

e Physical Computing (PHY)

e Software Development (SWD)

Additionally, X+CS standards support interdisciplinary learning by integrating
foundational high school CS content into other subject areas."
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Artificial Intelligence

Artificial intelligence (Al)
- which is mentioned in 3
the 2017 standards only Computer Science
a few times - is now
addressed throughout
every concept. The Al-
related standards aim to
"strengthen students'
ability to become critical
consumers, responsible
creators, and informed
participants in society."

Interactive Display and Other Resources

CSTA has provided many useful resources to aid in navigating the 2026 standards
including an interactive view of the standards which allows you to search, filter, and
customize your view of the standards.

For example, if you are only interested in grade 3 standards within the Data & Analysis
concept, the view may be adjusted as such:
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Filters -

- 3 Results

Level

Foundational Concept
[ Algorithms & Design @
[ Programming

Data & Analysis (5

Data Investigation (1)

Data Collection &
Preparation (»

Impacts of Data Science (1)

[[] systems & Security )
[[] computing & Society ()

&
Grade 3
2

High School Specialty &

[T Specialty! @
[] Specialty ll o)

X
G,

N
E3-DAT-DC-09 Grade 3 Data & Analysis Data Collection & Preparation
[
v

Evaluate numeric and non-numeric data for accuracy
and completeness.

J/

\
E3-DAT-DIF10 Grade3 Data & Analyss Data Investigation (B
Investigate a data question involving relationships V.
between multiple attributes.

N
E3-DAT-IM-11  Grade3  Daota&Analyss  Impacts of Data Science (B
Design a data collection process that addresses the R4
needs of people from different backgrounds or groups.

J

Other useful elements of this display include:

o the Settings tab at the top which allows you to toggle viewable items within each

standard card;

o definitions for clickable technical terms as well as a full glossary;
o a filter for Al-related standards (at the bottom of the filters list);
« the option to download the standards, maintaining all the customizations you

have made; and

« the option to copy the URL in your browser as a link to the standards with all the
customizations you have made.

View the 2026 Standards Interactive Display

Other Resources

Other supplemental resources can also be found on the Resources page, including:

and many more means of support to help navigate using these standards in the

nlacernnm

One-pagers of standards for each grade level/band
Progression charts, including one that highlights Al-related standards

Crosswalk between the 2017 and 2026 standards
Guidance for implementing grade level vs grade band standards
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Online PD Opportunities

CSTA offers many on-demand PD opportunities designed for CS teachers. Currently
the summer sessions are available until September 27, 2026, including:

e CSTA 2026 PK-12 Standards: An Introduction
e Using The CSTA Standards for CS Teachers To Improve Practice
e Women in CS: Understanding_ the Impacts, Disparities and Their Voices

Members with free CSTA accounts have limited access to additional resources and
must purchase each PD training individually. Members with a paid membership gain
access to all PD trainings at no additional cost.

CSTA Washington

CSTA hosts local chapters within participating states for CS educators to build
community, connect through events, and share resources.

Membership in CSTA and CSTA Washington typically costs $50 annually. For a limited
time, you can become a member (or renew your membership) for $10 for one
year by using the discount code WASHINGTON10.

For more information, visit cstawa.org

System Reboot

Welcome to the bottom of the newsletter. Please enjoy a brief moment of levity.
Breathe in, breathe out, be the human that Al cannot be in the world.

@
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Source: False Knees

Looking for other computer science advocates or want to connect

CS fd with the broader CS education community?
r
a I | W a CSforAllWA is a CS education advocacy group who wants to help

you do just that. Consider reaching out to find out more.

ALL STUDENTS PREPARED FOR POST-SECONDARY
PATHWAYS, CAREERS, AND CIVIC ENGAGEMENT.

Led by State Superintendent Chris Reykdal, OSPI oversees K-12
public education in Washington state. Our mission is to provide
funding, resources, tools, data and technical assistance that
enable educators to ensure students succeed in our public
schools, are prepared to access post-secondary training and
education, and are equipped to thrive in their careers and lives.

STAY IN TOUCH

8of 9



SUBSCRIBER SERVICES

Update your subscriptions, modify your password or email address, or stop subscriptions at any time on your
Subscriber Preferences page. You will need to use your email address to log in. If you have questions or problems
with the subscription service, please visit subscriberhelp.govdelivery.com.

OSPI provides equal access to all programs and services without discrimination based on sex, race, creed, religion,
color, national origin, age, honorably discharged veteran or military status, sexual orientation, gender expression,
gender identity, disability, or the use of a trained dog guide or service animal by a person with a disability. Questions
and complaints of alleged discrimination should be directed to the Equity and Civil Rights Director, P.O. Box 47200,
Olympia, WA 98504-7200, 360-725-6162 (TTY: 360-664-3631), equity@k12.wa.us.

This Institution is an Equal Opportunity Provider.

This email was sent to tanlaw@hotmail.com using Granicus Communications Cloud on behalf of: Washington Office of
Superintendent of Public Instruction - 600 Washington St. S.E. - Olympia, WA 98504
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